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i %69  Looking  Ahead  In  The 

William  Penn  Memorial  Museum 

Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 


The  new  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum  has,  since 
its  opening,  become  a major  cultural  and  research 
center  for  the  people  of  Pennsylvania.  Thousands 
have  viewed  its  art  exhibits,  enjoyed  the  many  uses 
of  its  auditorium,  and  viewed  the  temporary  dis- 
plays, which  give  a preview  of  "things  to  come.” 
This  folder,  and  the  floor  plans  included,  will  give 
you  an  introduction  to  the  museum  and  our  plans 
for  its  future. 
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FINE  ARTS 


The  ground  floor  has  five  galleries 
which  are  utilized  for  fine  arts  exhibits 
and  special  traveling  displays  on  loan 
from  other  institutions.  The  loggia,  on 
the  perimeter  of  these  galleries,  con- 
tains a variety  of  exhibits  which  are 
viewable  from  outside  the  building. 

Educational  facilities  including  class- 
rooms and  a large  auditorium  are  lo- 
cated on  the  ground  floor.  A snack 
bar  provides  light  lunches  and  re- 
freshments. Commission  workshops 
are  beyond  the  visitors’  area. 


HISTORY  / CRAFTS 


ARCHEOLOGY /TECHNOLOGY 


science/technology 


ARCHEOLOGY 


ETHNOLOGY 


MILITARY  HISTORY 


TRANSPORTATION 
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The  memorial  hall,  containing  a heroic 
sculpture  of  William  Penn,  a mural  de- 
picting the  growth  and  development 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  such  historic 
documents  as  the  Charter  of  1 682  and 
the  Frames  of  Government,  is  the  cen- 
tral feature  of  the  first  floor.  Period 
rooms,  craft  shops,  and  folk  arts  and 
crafts  exhibits  have  been  built  in  the 
surrounding  galleries.  Here  is  in- 
terpreted Pennsylvania’s  social,  eco- 
nomic, religious  and  political  history 
from  the  period  of  discovery  and 
exploration  through  the  twentieth 
century. 


Military  history,  with  Rothermel’s  fa- 
mous painting  of  the  Battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, is  the  subject  of  one  of  the 
second  floor  galleries.  The  develop- 
ment of  transportation  from  Indian 
canoe  to  the  airplane  is  illustrated  in 
another  gallery.  Pennsylvania’s  role 
in  science  and  technology  is  explored 
in  exhibits  on  this  floor.  The  remain- 
ing areas  are  devoted  to  the  study  of 
Indian  history,  with  an  emphasis  on 
archeology  and  ethnology  (culture). 
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NATURAL  SCIENCE 


THIRD  STREET 
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The  third  floor  theme  is  natural  history. 
Large  dioramas  depict  Pennsylvania 
birds  and  mammals  in  their  natural 
habitats.  A nature  museum  with  many 
specimens  should  have  a special  ap- 
peal for  children.  Geology  and 
topography  exhibits  are  being  de- 
signed. There  is  also  a planetarium. 

Floors  four  and  five  accommodate 
curatorial  and  administrative  offices, 
preparation  rooms,  and  storage.  The 
ground  level  offices  and  work  area  to 
the  northeast  and  the  Archives  tower 
accommodate  the  Commission’s  Bu- 
reau of  Archives  and  History. 


The  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum  and  Archives 
Building  is  located  directly  north  of  the  main  Capitol 
at  Third  and  North  Streets.  Capitol  Police  on  duty  in 
the  area  can  direct  you  to  visitors'  parking  lots. 

Visiting  hours  are  Monday  through  Saturday,  9:00  o.m. 
to  5:00  p.m.;  Sunday,  1:00  to  5 p.m.;  closed  Christmas, 
New  Year’s,  and  election  days. 


TEACHERS  PLEASE  NOTE: 

Teachers  and  other  group  leaders  should  be  fully  aware 
that  many  exhibits  and  displays  being  planned  for  the 
new  museum  will  not  be  in  place  for  some  time.  Group 
tours  for  specific  educational  purposes  should  only  be 
made  following  receipt  of  up-to-date  information  on  the 
galleries  and  exhibits  that  are  open  to  the  public.  All 
inquiries  concerning  educational  facilities  should  be 
directed  to: 

Curator  of  Education 
William  Penn  Memorial  Museum 
P.  O.  Box  1026 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 
Code  717,  787-3216 
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